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Aftringcnt medicines are binding, which act by the afperity 
of their particles, whereby they corrugate the membranes, and 
make them draw up clofer. Quincy 

The juice is very afri agent, and therefore of (low motion. 

Bacon’s Nat. Hi//. N J 641 . 
What diminifheth fenfible perfpiration, encreafcth the in- 
fenfible ; for that rcafon a (lengthening and rj/ri agent diet of- 
ten conduceth to this purpofe. Arbuthnot on Aliment s. 

A'strocraph v. n f. [from *s-$g» and ?f*fu.] The fcience of 
deferibing the liars. Die/. 

A'strolabe. > 1 . ,J. [*rf tujwi, of aV' .?, and xa.Sir, to take.] 

1 . An inflrument chiefly ufed for taking the altitude of the pole, 
the fun or liars, at fea. 

2. A Ilcrcographick projection of the circles of the fphere upon 

the plain of l’ome great circle. Chambers. 

Astrologer, n.f [ ajlrologus , Lat. from dr^n and x*y©-. ] 
j . One that, fuppofing the influences of the liars to have a caufal 
power, profcllcs to foretel or difeover events depending on 
thole influences. 

Not unlike that which ajlrologers call a conjunction of pla- 
nets, of no very benign afpeCt the one to the ocher. JVotton. 

A happy genius is the gift of nature : it depends on the in- 
fluence of the liars, fay die ajlrologers ; on the organs of die 
body, fay the naturalilts ; it is the particular gift of heaven, 
fay the divines, both chriftians and heathens. Dryd. Pr. Dufr. 
Ajlrologers , that future fates forefhew. Pope. 

I never heard a finer fatirc againll lawyers, than that of ajlro- 
logers , when they pretend, by rules of art, to tell when a fuit 
will end, and whether to the advantage of the plaintiff or de- 
fendant. Swift. 

2 . It was andendy ufed for one that underllood or explained the 
modons of the planets, without including prediction. 

A worthy ajlrologer now living, who, by the help of perfpec- 
tive glailes, hath found in the liars many things unknown to 
the ailcicnts, affirms much to have been difeovered in Venus. 

Raleigh's Hi /l, of the IForld. 
Astrolo'gian. n.f. [from. afrology.] The fame with af.ro- 
loger. 

The twelve houfes of heaven, in die form which afrologian: 
ufe. Camden. 

The liars, they fay, cannot difpofe, 

No more than can the afrologian. Hudibras. 

Astrolo'gical. 1 adj. [from ajlrohgy.] Relating to allrology ; 
Astrolo'cick. J profefling allrology. 

Some feem a little afrological, as when they warn us from 
places of malign influence. JVotton. 

No afrologick wizard honour gains, 

Who has not oft been banilh’d, or in chains. Dryd. Juv. 
Afrological prayers feem to me to be built on as good rea- 
fon as the predictions. Stillingf. Def. of Difc. on R Idol. 

The poetical fables are more ancient than the ajlrological in- 
fluences, that were not known to the Greeks till after Alexan- 
der the Great. Bentley’s Sermons. 

Astrolo'cically. adv. [from afrology.\ In an allrological 
manner. 

To Astro'logize. v. n. [from afrology.] To practife allro- 
logy. 

ASTROTOGY. n.f. [afroiogia, I, at.] The practice of fore- 
telling things by the knowledge of die liars ; an art now gene- 
rally exploded, as without realon. 

I know it hath been the opinion of the learned, who think 
of the art of afrology , diatthe liars do not force the adtions or 
wills of men. Swift. 

Astronomer, n.f. [from a liar, and .^©-, a rule or law.] 
Ht that fludies the celeftial motions, and the rules by which 
they are governed. 

The motions of factions under kings, ought to be like the 
motions, as theaftronomers (peak of, in the inferiour orbs. Bacon. 
The old and new ajlronomers in vain 
Attempt the heav’nly motions to explain. Blackmorc. 

Since afironomers no longer doubt of the motion of the pla- 
nets about the fun, it is fit to proceed upon that hypothefis. 

Locke. 

AstRONo'mical . ] adj. [from afronomy ] Belonging to aftro- 
Astrgno'mick. 1 nomy. 

Our forefadiers marking certain mutations to happen in the 
fun’s progrefs dirough thczodiack, they regillrate and fet them 
down in their afronomical canons. Brown's V ulgar Erreurs. 

Can he not pafs an ajlronomick line, 

Or does he dread th’ imaginary fign. 

That he Ihould ne’er advance to cither pole. Blackmore. 
Astrono'mically. adv. [from afronomical .] In an altrono- 
mical manner. 

ASTRO'NOMY. n.f. [aVfcw^tia, from *s*f«, a liar, and »/*/$> -, a 
law, or rule.] A mixed mathematical fcience teaching the 
knowledge of the celeftial bodies, their magnitudes, motions, 
diltanccs, periods, eclipfcs, and order. The origin of afro- 
nomy is uncertain ; but from Egypt it travelled into Greece, 
where Pythagoras was the firll European who taught that the 
earth and planets turn round the fun, which Hands immoveable 
in the center ; as he himfelf had been inllructcd by the Egyp- 
tian priells. From the time of Pythagoras, ajlronomy funk in- 
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to neglect, till it was revived by the Ptolemys, kings of £ • 

and the Saracens, after their conqudl of that country h 
acquired fome knowledge of it, brought it from Africa to c ^ 
and again rellored this fcience to Europe, where it has 
ceived very confidcrable improvements. q, c<p ' rc * 

To this mult be added the undcrltanding of the globe; 1 ’ 
the principles of geometry and afronomy. ~ 

A'stroscopy. n.f. [<*r>)f, a liar, and axnrC, to view.l (y’r' 
vation of the liars. 

Astro-theology, n. f [from aflrum , altar, and theoloeia P 
vinity.] Divinity founded on the obfervation of the cckVi 
bodies. 

That the diurnal and annual revolutions arc the motions f 
: terraqueous globe, not of the fun, I Ihew in the preface of 
my Afro-Theology. __ Dtrhani s Phyftco-Tbtthm 

Asu'nder. adv. [ayunbpan, Sax.] Apart; fepaiately; not^ 
gether. 

Two indircifl lines, the further that they arc drawn out, th e 
further they go afunder. Spenfer on Inland. 

Senfe thinks the planets fphercs not much ajtmder\ 

What tells us then their diliance is fo far. Sir J. B c . r 
Greedy hope to find 

His will), and bell advantage, us afunder. Paradife Lofift. j x 
The fall'll archangel, envious of our Hate, 

Seeks hid advantage to betray us worfe ; 

Which, when afunder , will not prove too hard, 

For both together are each other’s guard. Dryd. Slate of fa. 
Born far afunder by the tides of men. 

Like adamant and Heel they meet agen. Dryd. Fabk 

All this mctallick matter, both that which continued of. 
der, and in fingle corpulcles, and that which wss amafled and 
concreted into nodules, lublided. Woodward’s Nat. Hip. 
Asy'lum. n.f [Lat. cwt'Xor, from *. not, and etx/w, to pillaee.] 

A place out of which he that has fled to it, may uot be taken; a 
fan&uary ; a refuge. 

So facred was the church to fome, that it had the right of an 
afylurn , or lanctuarv. Aylijfe's Parergm, 

sy'mmetry. n.f. [from «. without, and fyminetiy,] 

1. Contrariety to fymmetry ; difproportion. 

The afyimnctrics of the brain, as well as the deformities of 
the legs or face, may be rectified in time. Crew's Cojrn. Sacra. 

2. This term is fometimes ufed in mathematicks, for what is 
more ufually called incommenfurability ; when between two 
quantities there is no common meafure. 

A'symptote. n.f. [from*, priv. «?>, with, and dtix, to fall; 
which never meet; incoincidcnt.] Afymptotcs are right lines, 
which approach nearer and nearer to fome curve; but which, 
though they and their curve were infinitely continued, would 
never meet; and may be conceived as tangents to their curves 
at an infinite diliance. Cbamltrs. 

Afymptote lines, though they may approach Hill nearer toge- 
ther, till they arc nearer than the leall affignablc diliance, yet, 
being Hill produced infinitely, will never meet. Grew’s Co/m. 
Asymptc/tical. adj. [from afymptote.] Curves are laid to be 
asymptotical^ when they continually approach, without a pofhbi- 
lity of meeting. 

ASYNDETON, n.f. [inftMcr, of *. priv. and JkV, to bind to- 
gether.] A figure in grammar, when a conjunction copula- 
tive is omitted in a fcntence; as in veni, vidi, via, & is 
left out. 

At. prep, [aev, Saxon. 1 

1 . At before a place, notes the ncarnefs of the place ; as, a mm 
is at the houfe before he is in it. 

This cullom continued among many, to fay their praverstf 
fountains. Stilling feet' s Def. of Dijc. on Rornijh laolulrj. 

To all you ladies now at land 
We men at fca indite. Butlhujt. 

2. At before a word fignifying time, notes the cocxillenceot tr.t 

time with the event; die word time is fometimes included in 
the adjedlive _ 

We thought it at the very firlt a fign of cold affection. Hoear. 
How frequent to deiert him, and at lalt 
To heap ingratitude on worthielt deeds. Milt. Soup, dp*' 
At the fame time that the Itorm beats upon the whole : tpe- 
cies, we are falling foul upon one another. Adif». I 1 
We made no efforts at all, where we could have 
kened die common enemy, and, at the fame dine, en.ic - 
ourfelves. ' . , SWj 

3. At before a caufal word fignifies nearly the fame as with. 

At his touch, 

Such fanctity hath hcav’n giv’n his hand, , 

They prefently amend. Shakefp. 

O fir, when he lliall hear of your approach, 

If that young Arthur be not gone already, , 

Ev’n at this news he dies. Shakefp. Ling p 

Much at the fight was Adam in his heart , • 

Difmay’d. " Milton's Paradife Lojl , *• 

High o’er their heads a moulding rock is plac d, , 
That promifes a fall, and lhakes at ev’ry blait. . 

4. At before a fuperlative adjedtive implies in thejlate , ns 0 ’ J 
in the Hate of molt perfection, Gfc. 

Con* 
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ConHcr any man as It. his pertonal powers, they are not 
ereat • for, at greateft, they mulHUll be limited. ,./ * 

6 wi brittle into the world with os a poor needy unentatn hie, 
n et- r ht' lmiP’cltn and unquiet at the belt. lempie. 

P t before a perfon, is feldbm ufed otherwise than ludicroufly ; 
as he longed to be eet him, that is, to attack him. _ 

At before ^a fubltandve fometimes figntfies the particular con- 
dition or circumftances of the perfon ; as, at peace, m a ilateot 

P eace ‘ Under pardon. 

You are much more at talk for want ol wifdom, 

Than prais’d for harmful mildnefs. Shakefp. King Lear. 

It bringeth the treafure of a realm into a few hands : for the 
ufurcr being at certainties, and others ^ uncertainties, at the 
the end of the game molt of the money will be m the bo \.Bac. 
Hence walk’d the fiend at large in Ipacious field. 1 . Lojt. 
The reft, for whom no lot is yet decreed, 

May run in paltures, and at plealure feed. Dryden s / irgil. 
Deferred, at his utmoft need. 

By thofe his former bounty fed. _ Dryden’ s St. Lacilia. 

What hinder’d either in their native foil, 

At cafe to reap the harvell of their toil. Dryden s Fables. 
Wife men are fometimes over-borne, when they are taken at 
a difadvantage. Collier of Confidence. 

Thcfc have been the maxims they have been guided by : 
take thefe from them, and they are perfectly at a lofs, their 
coir.pafs and pole-ltar then are gone, and their underftanding is 
perfectly at a nonplus. Cocke. 

One man manages four horfes at once, and leaps from the 
back of another tfMull fpced. Popes Ejfay on Homer's Battles. 

They will not let me be at quiet in my bed, but purluc me 
to my very dreams. Swift. 

Ht before afubltantive fometimes marks employment or atten- 
tion. 

We find fome arrived to that fottilhnefs, as fo own roundly 
what they would be at. South. 

How d'ye find yourfdf, fays the doctor to his patient ? A little 
while after he is at it again, with a pray how d’ye find your 
body ? ^ L'Efirange. 

But fhe who well enough knew what, 

Before he fpoke, he would be at. 

Pretended not to apprehend. Hudibras. 

The creature’s at his dirty work again. Pope. 

8. At fometimes the fame with furnifhedwilh , after die French a. 

Infufe his breall with magnanimity, 

And make him naked foil a man at arms. Shah. HenryVl. 

9. At fometimes notes the place where any thing is, or adts. 

Your hulband is at hand, I hear his trumpet. Sh.M. of Fen. 
He that in tracing the veffels began at the heart, though he 
thought not at all of a circulation ; yet made he the firlt true 
ltep towards the difeovery. Grew’ s Cofmologia Sacra. 

T here various news I heard, of love and ftrife. 

Of ftorms at fea, and travels on the Ihorc. Pope. 

10. At fometimes fignifics in confequence of. 

Impeachments at the profecution of the houfe of commons, 

have received their determinations in the houfe of lords. Hale. 
n. /ft 1 marks fometimes the effect proceeding from an act. 

Ps.elt in this tomb, rais’d at thy hulband’s coll. Dryden. 
Toni has been at the charge of a penny upon this occafion. 

Addifon. Sped/ at or, N° 482. 
Thofe may he of ufe to confirm by authority, what they will 
not be at the trouble to deduce by reafoning. Arbuth. on Alim. 
1 2. At fometimes is nearly the fame as in, noting fituation. 

She hath been known to come at the head of thefe rafeals, 
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and heat her lover. 




Swift. 
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Dryden. 


At fometimes marks the occafion, like on. 

Others, with more helpful care, 

Cry’d out aloud. Beware, brave youth, beware ! 

At this he turn’d, and, as the bull drew near, 

Shunn d, and receiv’d him on his pointed fpear. 

At fometimes feems to fignify in the power of, or obedient to. 

But thou of all the kings, Jove’s care below, 

Art leall at my command, and molt my foe. Dryd. Iliad. 
At fometimes notes the relation of a man to an action. 

To make pleafure the vehicle of health, is a dodtor at it in 
good earneft. Collier of Friendjhip. 

1 6. At fometimes imports the manner of an action. 

One warms you by degrees, the other fetsyou on fire all at 
once, and never intermits his heat. Dryden' s Fables, Pref. 

Not with lefs ruin than the Bajan mole, J ’ 

At once comes tumbling down. ’ Dryden' s /Eneid. 

i~. At, like the I- rench chez, means fometimes application to, or 
dependence on. 

'Die worlt authors might endeavour to pteafe us, and in that 
endeavour deferve fomething at our hands. 

18. At all. In any manner ; in any degree. 

Nothing more true than what you once let fall, 
t Moll women have no characters at all. 

A tabal. n.f. A kind of tabour ufed by the Moors. 

Children lliall beat our atabals and drums. 

And all the noify trades of war no more 

Shalt wake the peaceful mom. Dryden s Don Sebafian. 


AT A R A’ XI A. I n.f [*r *c*|!*.] Exemption from vexation 

A'taraxy. J tranquillity. 

The fccpticks affected an indifferent cquiponderous ncutia- 
lity, as the only means to their ataraxia, and freedom from pa! - 
fionate difturbanccs. Glanyille's Scepfis ScienUpca. 

Ate. The preterite of eat. See To I.at. . „ 

And by his fide, his ftced the graffy forage ate. rcury 
Even our firlt parents ate themfelves out > f paradife ; and 
Job’s children junketted and fealtcd together often. South. 

ATHA'NOR. n.f. [achymical term, borrowed from *S*>*:>; 
or, as others think, TOD-] A digefting furnace, to keep neat 
for fome time; fo that it may be augmented or diminnhcd at 
pleafure, by opening or {hutting fome apertures made on pur- 
pofe with Aiders over them, called regifters. Quincy. 

A'theism. n. f. [from atheif. It is only of two fyllablcs in poe- 
try.] Theiiilbelicfofa God. f 

God never wrought miracles to convince atheifn, becaule 
his ordinary works convince it. Baton s E-jays. 

It is the common intcreft of mankind, to punifn all thofe who 
would feducc men to atheijm. Tillotfon. 

A'THEIST. n.f [iS.©-, without God.] One that denies the 
exiftence of God. 

To thefe, that lober race of men, wliofe lives 
Religious, titled them the fons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame. 

Ignobly ! to the trains, and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair atheif s. Milton s Paradife Lo ,, b. xi. 

Though he were really a fpeculative atheif , yet if he would 
but proceed rationally, lie could not however be a practical 
atheijl, nor live without God in this world. South. 

Atheif, ufe thine eyes, 

And having view’d the order of the Ikies, 

Think, if thou canft, that matter blindly hurl’d, 

Without a guide, Ihould frame this wond’rous world. Creech. 
No atheif, as fucli, can be a true friend, an affectionate re- 
lation, or a loyal fubjcCt. Bentley s Sermons. 

Atheist, adj: Atheiftical; denying God. 

Nor Hood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheif crew. Alilton’s Paradife Lof, b. vi. 

Atheistical, adj. [from atheif .] Given to atheifin ; im- 
pious. 

Men are atheiftical, becaufc they arc firft vicious ; and ques- 
tion die truth of chriltianity, becaufe they hate the praCtice. 

South. 

Athei'stically. adv. [from atheiftical .] In an atheiftical 
manner. 

Is it not enormous, that a divine, hearing a great linnertalk 
atheif ically, and feoff profanely at religion, Ihould, inftead of 
vindicating the truth, tacitely approve the fcofter. South. 

I entreat fuch as are atheif ically inclined, to coniider thefe 
things. Tillotfon. 

Athei'stic alness. n.f. [from atheif ical] The quality of 
being atheiftical. 

Lord, purge out of all hearts profanenels and atheif icalnefs. 

Hammond s Fundamentals. 

Athei'stick. adj. [from atheif.'] Given to atheifm. 

This argument demonftrated the exiftence of a Deity, and 
convinced all atheijlick gainfayers. Ray on the Creation. 

A'thel, Atheling, Adel, and -flvrHEL. [from adel , noble. 
Germ.] So JEthclred is noble for counfel ; /E the lard, a noble ge- 
nius ; /Ethelbert, eminently noble ; /Ethclward, a noble p rated] or. 

Gibfon’s Camden. 

A'theous. adj. [a'h©-.] Athciftick ; godlefs. 

Thy Father, who is holy, wife, and pure, 

Suffers the hypocrite, or atheous prieft. 

To tread his facred courts. Paradife Regained , b. i. 

ATIIERO'MA. n.f. [* 3 i'f*-aa, from pap or pulfe.] Afpe- 
cies of wen, which neither caufes pain, difcolours the Ikin, nor 
yields eafily to the touch. 

If the matter forming them, refembles milk curds, the tu- 
mour is called atheroma ; if it be like honey, meliceris ; and 
if compofcd of fat, or a fuety fubftance, fteatoma. Sharp. 
Athero'matous. adj. [from atheroma.] Having the qualities 
of an atheroma, or curdy wen. 

Feeling the matter fluctuating, I thought it atheromatous. 

Fife man's Surgery. 

Athi'rst . adv. [from <7 and thirfi.] Thirfty ; in want of drink. 
With fcanty meafure then fupply their food; 

And, when athirjl , reftrain ’em from the flood. Dryden, 
Athle'tick. adj. [from athleta, Lat. aSAirr»k, a wreftlerH 

1. Belonging to wreltling. 

2 . Strong of body ; vigorous ; lufty ; robuft. 

Seldom fhall one lee in rich families tint athletici foundnefs 

and vigour of conftitution, which is feen in cottages, where 
nature is cook, and neceffity caterer. ~ South. 

Science diftinguifhes a man of honour from one of thofe 
athletick brutes, whom undefervedlv we call heroes. l)rwl,n ■. 

1. Acrofs ; tranfvcrfe to any thing. 

I hemiftocles made Xerxes poll out of Grecia, by giving 
out a purpofe to break his bridge athwart the Hdlefpont. 

Bacon's Ejfays. 
Execrable 
















